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from St Mary’s Church past Ruskin’s Vi
» S ——— - 4

“The valley of the Lune at Kirkby is one of the loveliest scenes in England —therefore, in the world. Whatever moorland
hill, and sweet river, and English forest foliage can be at their best, is gathered there; and chiefly seen from the steep
bank which falls to the stream side from the upper part of the town itself. There, a path leads from the churchyard out
of which Turner made his drawing of the valley, along the brow of the wooded bank, to open downs beyond; a little
bye footpath on the right descending steeply through the woods to a spring among the rocks of the shore.”

John Ruskin, April 1875
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To find Ruskin’s view, walk along Main Street from
the Market Square, follow the road round to the left, and turn right at the
Sun Inn. Go through the wrought iron gates into the churchyard, then
straight ahead past the west end of the church and diagonally across to the

gazebo. Walk past the Radical Steps
that lead down to the river, and take a
seat on one of the benches, taking time
to absorb the view of the “moorland

. hill” and “sweet river” before

continuing “along the brow of the
wooded bank”.

From here you have two choices: shortly after you enter the woodland,
go through the gate on the left into the rugby club. Follow the path
and track through the grounds and then walk down a residential road.

Both walks will bring you out onto the road between
Kirkby Lonsdale to Kendal via the hamlet of Old Town.
Turn left to walk back to Kirkby Lonsdale.

Tess Pike, Blue Badge Tourist Guide

For a longer walk, continue through the wood to a kissing
gate, and over a small bridge to the tree below. Follow
the fence line and waymarking to the buildings of former
Underley Home Farm. Turn left to walk past a small
reservoir that used to provide power for the sawmill.
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